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Sweet
and
Sour

By Zi Graves

Storing Memories >

From the day of birth, memories
are stored for future use. We may not
realize the baby we are cuddling is
absorbing every move we make and
the sound of our voice is being re-
membered. But let a strange pair of
amms reacfor the baby or a different
voice answer 0 his cries and his
response is different. It is his
mommy's or dlddy 's voice and the
feel of security in their arms he/she
remembers and responds (o so read-
ily. And 50 it goes with the human
mind. It is the storage bin where all
things, whether.good or bad, is filed
away and at some time in our life the
secrets it holds slips out when onc
least expects it. Some are good ones,
others not so good, these 1 try not to
dwell on.

Mycarlyyears in Wellsville, Ohio,
wercamixture of both. With amother
in failing health and household of
children 1o take care of, our house
was not always in the best order and

we often had 10 fend for ourselveslt
was during this time 1 soughtcomfort
from friends and the memlyo! Ihcu
homes. Ms. Perry

Dack, I wonder if it b

muitual teenage crush they were en-
joying. At about this same time Ish
brought his best friend, Bill Buckly.
home 1o share in our fun. Regardless
of -the-messy. house il was always

: filled with young people. And no, I

did not have a crush on Bill. He was
another big brother I alimired and |
was pleased when he dated my

-fricnds. He and Ish became best

friends in high school and remained
5o till time and distance ‘scparated
them years later. By now Kathryn
had become “Kale™ to me and she
and 1 were best friends till the same

od

and someone | could tum 10 when the
blisters on my feet needed auention
#nd mom had other things lo do. She

«had her hands full with the smaller

ones getting ready for school and |
guessshe felt like | was big enoughto
take care of myself. And 1 did.

to Cincinnati.

When I visited Kate in her home it
wasa different kind of life from minc
and 1 almost envied her. Hers was the
home where the mother was always
there and devoted her time and en-
ergy 1o seeing it was meticulously

‘When I could time [ loved
10 visit two girls fri attheend of
our street. One was my age, the other
a couple years older, about Ish’s age.
It was she, Kathryn, that I became
best friends with. Anna Mac, the
younger one, preferred friends her
own age. Kathryn didn’t mind that
our house was always in a mess and
spent many hours with me at the

well kep!

mg:vmﬂummymded
When we entered the kitchen door,
mwwenlw-ysumdm::ﬂ:
house, we were greeted with th
and the welcome I received was
genuine. The first time 1 entered the
kitchen I gasped, maybe out loud, for
thiskitchen was, andstillis, my dream
kitchen. I had never seen anything

butl

dining table helping with I nd
talking girl @ik, Ish, of course was
also present for he was a suckler for
doing his homework. They were in
the same grade and now, in looking.

sucha one. Everything in it was color
coordinated. Bloe and while, even
the ice box, work table and stove. The
table in the center of the room was

i i Joth with
asimple center piecc and the serving.
dishes had blue trim. The cunains
were snowy while with some kind of
simple bluc trim on them. The big,
golden oak kilchen cabinel (they are.
antiques now), was the only thing in
the room that wasn't white. Bul its
beauty only enhanced the soft tones
of blue and white. The shiny blue and
white linolcum floor covering gave
the final touch 1o my dream kitchen,

This was long before the days of
installed cabinets and counler ops
and 1 don" lhwwwhy,bmllmed it
better that way. Itatleast had the look
ofbeing li

ier of age and
Timmediately felt comfortable in his
presence. Then [ was surprised when
we excused ourselves and started
upstairs that Kate went 10 him first
and planied & klsson hu balding

such as “spin the boule, post office,
gucss who,” were the most popular.:

doors usually in a big field or on the’
hnnullhemnkwuunuvu
itations also went out for

head.|

pressing love (o one’s father. meg
at our house was for the babies and
litle ones.

Upstairs, in Kate's room, fore
pleasant  memories  awaited 10 be
tucked away for future reference to
the days when | was growing up and
preparing for the day [ would be the
homemaker.

It ‘nmt_,a:’l

pretty.

‘The rest of the house was just as
charming, but without the brightness
of the kitchen. The dining room I
faindly remember when we passed
through it to get Lo the living room.
The living room also is short of
memorics except a beautiful library
table in the center with a glass top

a girls oom. But not the uakempt
rooms we associate with the now

laohn;ulucolmmafpmym-
vitations, notes from, would like to
be and best of all her
diary. It was one of the most pleasant
ewplhﬁemwlmawl

ly the well
wou!dbelhue ‘We did not want, nor
tolerated, loose characters, drinking.
nor open. smooching at our parties..
But we did have fun. These outdoor.
panticsallowed formore active games
and also was the perfect place for.
story telling after the fire began wdic,
down. My very first date was at onc
of these and when | staried 1o go
home | had already forgotien about it
and called oul to Ish it was time o
leave, when all of sudden this hand-
some young fellow stepped up and
wanled toknow why I wasn’t allow-
ing him to take me home. What a
boo-boo 1 had made. Here was the
pick of the crop and I had forgotien I
finally had been asked to be his date
for lenulwum

covering a of butterflies
bencath, That was my first sight of
such a collection being under glass
and | was fascinated by it. The butler-
flies were lying on a bed of thistle
down which showed off their beauty.
That memory is indelibly stamped in
my mind. We had been warmly
greeted by Mr. Homer, Kate's dad,
when we entered the room. He was a
shiort heavy-set man with a receding
hairline, and somewhal older than
her mother, but his warm smile and
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it
is important cnough that 70 ycars
later [ am sharing them with you, my
readers. '

There were no bowling allies. skai-
ing rinks er places of enlenainment
around for young peoffie (o attend so
we made up for it by having all kinds
of partics where we could choosc and
enjoy our own entertainment. Birth-
day partics were the most frequent
and were given by the parents in the
privacy of their own homes. These
partics were dress up affairs and
everyone showed off his/her best
clothes and manners. Parlor games

a hay ride ]nn an entirely dif-
ferent group, with my latest date, and
heard a familiar voice say Zi? and in
the far comer of the truck sat my
childhood sweetheart. He was even

more handsome as aman than he was
as a teenage boy on his first date.
Guess what? Once again I forgot my
present date and for the rest of the
evening Dick and [ went over old
times and caught up on the where-
abouts of the friends each of us had
been separated from all this time. 1
havcn'l seen him since.

Three years ago a group of high
school kids in Estill County began
discussing ways 1o get the garbage
outof the river and off the sides of the
road in their community. Some of
them, having given a few of their
Sawrdays to walking the roadsides
and wading the streams with huge
plastic bags to collect it, decided that
the solution 10 the problem wasn't
cleaning it up in their spare time, but
doing something 1o keep litier from
geuting there in the first place.

They speat months talking with

a deposit on beverage containers and
fast food wrappers that could be re-
deemed when the garbage was turned
back in.

In other words, make the ignorant
‘who Loss their trash out car windows
or inio the creeks pay to have their
diapers changed if they inssit on 10ss-
ing them. But beuter than that, the
proposal offered an incentive for
recycling and waking some social
responsibility for dealing with in-
your-face garbage.

The kids' proposal was sound,
and scnsible, which

and wound up wriling a legislative
bill that they submitted (o the Ken-
tucky Legi . The short version
of their proposal called for charging

obviously meant that it would have
about as much chance of working
with Kentucky lawmakers as a stick
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