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Fiscal court
hears from
Democrat
County Chair

Acting Democratic County Chair-
man Verla Scott told the Rockeastle
County Fiscal Court on Tuesday that
she had money for blackiopping of
some county roads.

Mrs. Scott said the county roads
she wanted worked on were:
Briarficld Cemetery Road, Big Clear
Creek Road, Copper Creek Road,
Sweetwater Road, Lackey Road and
a portion of Wabd-Joncs Road.

Mrs. Scott said she would like o
‘work with the fiscal court to improve
the county's roads and if not she would
“1ake the moncy clscwhere."

Rockcastle Judge-Exccutive
Buzz Carloftis said the fiscal court
hadalready urned in Big Clear Creek,
Sweetwater and Copper Creck for
resurfacing. And he told Mrs, Scott
that the county was going 10 blacktop
the Briarfield Cemetery Road them
selves as part of the county’s cfforts
10 improve cemelery access in the
county.

The Judge said thatno work could
be done on the Lackey Road because
it was not a bonafide county road,
because the county hadnt accepied
8

He said that the fiscal court would
welcome any help from the state, but
that no work could be done on any
county road (even by the state) with-
out the permission of the fiscal court
through a Memorandum of Under-
standing).

The court also heard from some
verydisgruntled residents of the Rain-
bow/Valley Burdette sub-division
drive off Purr Rigsby Road.

Bobby Bussell presented the court
with a petition, signed by twelve
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Livingston
man arrested

A local man remains behind bars
this week, after a Sunday night inci-
dent in the city limits of Livingston,

Lee Hammond, 46, of Livingston
was arrested by Kentucky State
Trooper Lafe Owens, after he report-
edly shotat the home of Freda Sturgill
and shot out some street lights.

According to Owens, Hammond
auempied to drive off when he saw
Owens tumn on his emergency lights.

‘The trooper arrested Hammond
after he blocked Hwy. 1955 with his

Michael} Wyatt, 19, of Livingston was all smiles after he escaped injury in a single car wreck on U.S. 25, north

belt.

of Livingston, Tuesday afternoon. Wyatt said he swerved to miss a dog and lost control of his car, which
traveled over an embankment, overturning and landing in a small creek. Wyatt said he was wearing his seat

Mt. Vernon amends ordinance,
will vote again on February 21

By: Richard Anderkin
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Vanhoose voted no  and Bullock
abstained. The Mayor broke the tie
voting no.

Mrs. Kirby then asked the coun-
cil to amend the ordinance and ex-
empt Image Eniry employees from
the tax for three years. Mrs. Kirby
referred o theordinance itself, which
states that the city can exempt up o
wwofactories for five yearsinorder to
getthem not Lo jeave.

Mayor Lo break the tie.

Mrs. Kirby then asked the coun-
cil to amend the ordinance in an ef-
fort to keep city limit employee from
being double taxed.

he said the county may pass
similiar tax some day and people
should not have to pay the tax twice
and should get credit from the city.

That request also was defeated in
the same manner as the previous two
requests.

And finally, Mrs. Kirby asked the
council (o amend the ordinance in a
manner that would change the way
the tax is collected. She asked the
council W notcollect the tax on gross
Mlgcs She said she moughl that the

;. Kirby said the employces aL

ol wages after social security, fed-

ge Entry, were already paying a  efal, state, medicare and five percent
one percent fee back 10 Image Eatry 6 401K plans are deducted.
and that she did not think it was fair, The council ook the same action
because Image Entry is the only fac- s they did in defeating the previous
tory thecity will collect the tax from.  four amendments.

That amendment was also de- Cont. to A-12
feated in the- . The same
two yes votes, the same two no votes,
one absteation and the no vote by the

Gary Kirby
sentenced

Gary "Legs” Kirby, of Chestnut.
Ridge was senienced 10 [welve years
in prison Friday in United States Fed-
cral Court in London.

Shirley Smith
lambastes Fiscal
Court, Judge

By: Richard Anderkin
Rockcastle County Sheriff
Shirley Smith I the

$7,000 omt of his pocket for three
police cruisers and had put $1,200
into hi his farm

Rockeastle Fiscal Court and

Rockeastle Judge Executive Buzz
Carloftis T y during the monthly
Rockeastle Fiscal Court meeting.

Smith’'s comments came during a
fificen minutc exchange with the
County Judge and centered around a
52,100 reimbursement to the Sheriff's
office from the fiscal court for the
transportation of juvenile prisoners.

Smith told the fiscal court that
they had never helped him during his
ten years in office and that it had
gotien especially worse the last three

years,

The $2,100 reimbursement ap-
parently dates back as far as 1996.

"Nobody cares about the law un-
til they need them,” Smith said.

Carloftis took exception to
Smith's comments, saying the court
always supported the ShenfFs office,
but that ulumately any shortfall in
fees in any county officc had o be
made up by the fiscal court. "Under
state law, the bucks stops here,”
Carlofiis said

‘The Judge said that actually him-
self and the magistrates would be
held short-

account Lo meet expenses.

“There has never been a fool 6%
has done what I've done and therc
never will be,” Smith said.

“When I first ran for office, all I
heard was that Jib Hasty had beat the
county out of a lot of money and now
that you got an honest manin office,
you won't help him," Smith told the
fiscal court.

"I've had ten years of clean audits
from the state and I'm getting tired of
you guys "hoodooing” me," Smith
said.

Before the conversation began
between the Judge and the Sheriff,
the fiscal court had already unani-
mously voled to pay the reimburse-
ment of the $2,100 when money be-
came available

The Sheniff also told the Judge
that if the county did not want Lo pay
for the insurance on his carsanymore
that was finc with him.

However, the Judge pointed out
thathe did not say the county did not
want (o pay the insurance he merely
said that they do pay it

But during the conversation
Tailer James Miller and

falls, if they did not take actionto see
that money was availablé to cover
!.hem. "That is why w¢ had to pass the

County Treasurer Joe Clontz told
Smith that the jail fund would pay
h\m after they m:clvud maney from

in jail,” he said.

The Judge also told Smith that
the county had always paid the insur-
ance on his police cruisers and they
also paid his monthly phone bills.
Last year those phone billsamounted
10 $3,600.

He also pointed out that the
Sheriff's office was required by law
tohaul juvenile d that the

said it would probably be by I.hc Tsth
of February.

After the discussion between the
Judge and Sheriff the court passed
the Sheriff's 2000 operaling budget
0f $187,000. That was an increase of
$15,000 from a year ago.

Deputy Sheriff SonyaPrewitt said
theincrease wasbased on higher prop-

fiscal courtdid not have to reimburse
him, but that they always had

But Smith said he thought it was
unfair that the fiscal court pay their
janitors more than he was able o pay
his deputics and that the fiscal court
bought the county road workers uni-
forms and provided some of them
with vehicles to drive back and forth
Lo work.

He also said he had recently paid

eny and number of new
homes being built in the county. The
budget also included 524,000 more
for deputy salanies.

Afier the meeling, the Judge
pointed out several other expenses
paid by the county for the Sheriff's
office.

They include: one hundred per-
cent of employers share of retire-
ment, workerscompensation benefits
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Census is important
to Rockcastle County

County Judge-Executive Buzz
Carlofiis is concerned that every
household in Rockcastle County re-
spond to the Census 2000 question-
naires, and that they accurately rep-
resent their family in the responses.
According to the last census (1990),
Rockcastle County was able to count

approximately 15,000 residents.
Because much of a county's funding
depends upon the number of people
residing within a county, it is ex-
tremely important that every person
be counted.

“Irealize that a lot of people don 't
want the federal government know-
ing anything about them, bul they arc
often the same people who complain
about roads and other services. The

government has been counting
Americans since 1790, and this is the
way we can increase our services,”
Judge-Executive Buzz Carloftissaid.

Many in the county believe our
numbers have grown - especially
when you consider that we have
10,756 registered voters and 2,895
students enrolied in'¥school. This
would mean that 1,349 preschoolers
and unregistered adults live in the
county. This could be correct, but it
would mean that we have an unusu-
ally high number of regisiered adults
in Rockcastle County.

Our county’s future (for the next
10 years) depends upon you making
the census county. Our county's fu-
ture depends upon you.
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