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Ford presented with plaque -

‘Woodrow Morrison, director of

this plaque in honor of Representa-
tive Ford's faithful commitment to re-
“storing America’s traditional values
. backmmmtegovmmundall of
We need more
r:prmhhm like him."

Christian Heritage Center is a na-
tionwide organization promoting

Christian Heritage Center, presented

Sate Representative Danny Ford with
an official plaque from lhf Conmw—
America's Biblical foundations, in-
cluding the ten commandments, in
the formation of America’s govern-
ment.

* Morrison, a former pastor of Scaf-
fold Cane Baptist Church, referring
to Ford" Biblical val-
ues, said “We ‘were proud tdpresent

“civil government. Mr. Morrison is
currently speukmg across Lhe state
and working closely with
in Frankfort.

State Representstive Danny Ford, left, with the plaque presented to
him by Woodrow Morrison of Christian Heritage Center.
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American Christian values back into .

‘This has been an extremely busy
week for us at the library, or I should
say the last three weeks. All the end
of the year tax reports plus several
forms to be prepared and mailed on
time. We have to do several different
forms for the tclecommunication act.
This is worthwhile because we will
geL some reimbursement (or phone
bills, internet access bills, eic. But
after we have filled out one form and

" doneitcorrectly, they willchange the

next one that has 1o be done, even
thoughitisfor the very same thing. It
seems they want to make it as diffi-
cultaspossible for those of us prepar-
ing these forms, And the worst part of
all is, they have a time frame to file
these forms. Afterone form issentin,
they will post it on their web site and
we must wait 28 days before the next
onc may be filed. In our casc they
received our form ‘on the 15th of
December, but didn’tpost it until the
21st, thus making the acceptable date
the 18th of January and the 19th was
the deadline. And to make malters
worse, | was going to send it by
ovemight mail on the 17th and guess
what? The post office was closed on
that day and I had to wail until the
18th to mail it and hope it would get
there on-the 19th.

We also had some very bad news
this last weck. My brother-in-law,
Dearl Shepherd, passed ‘away last
Thursday in Ohio, but was brought
back here for burial. His wifc and my
husband are brother and sister. They
wére married about the same time my
husband and I were and we’ve been
very close over the ‘years. Remem-

« bering the good time5 help us to get

through days of sorrow. We are made.
torealize the brevity of life and to try
to make the best of each day.

My staff has been wonduful in
nelpmg me by doifig extrawork since
I have had o spend so much time in
theoffice. Especially last week when
I had to leave carly two days, and for
remembering me with a floral ar-
rangement. My thanks go to them for
their consideration and help. It is a
pleasurc to work with such caring
people.

w "

Dr! Gina Johnson-Higgins has joined the dental
practice.of Dr. John H. Parsons and
Dr. Billy D. Reynolds.

Dr. Higgins is a 1999 graduate of the University, of
Kentucky College of Dentistry. She grew up in
Wheelwright, Ky. and currently resides in
Lexington with her husband and daughter. Her
husband, Gregory Higgihs is the owner and
operator of Magee’s Bakery on
-Main St. in Lexington. .

this web site and the staff will gladly
help anyone in accessing the infor-
mation on the web site.

Some new. fiction books now.
available are The Artorney by Steve
Martini.... Paul Madrianiis back inan
absorbing new legal thriller, a sus-
penseful tale right o the thrilling
climax.

Having moved back 1o San Dicgo
1o be closer o the woman in his life,
Madriani {akes on the case of Jonah
Hale, an clderly man in dire straits.
Because of the long time drug addio-
tion of theironly child, Jessica, Jonah
and his wife have been raising their
eight-year-old granddaughter,
Amanda. After Jonah wins a multi-
million dollar state lottery, Jessica
revives her interest in mothering.
When Jonah #on't deal-matemal
rights for amegabuck payoff-Jessica

" pulls out all stops.

Enter Zo Suade, a flamboyant
feminist activist with a ‘talent of
making children and mothers disap-
pear. When the next move turns
deadly, Madriani finds himself drawn
into a web of deceit and high-stakes

Iwr mlml In later years, in an
collaboration with her would-
bekx!ler she wrote a book about the
horrific events that nearly destroyed
—her and her loved oncs-a book that
made Diana Walker famous. Bul
when Carlisle died in-prison, the
Walkers believed their long night-
mare was finally over, the monster
would .never be able 10 harm them
again.
They were wrong!
Also a ncw Father Dowling

mystery:Grave Undertakings by
Ralph Mclnemy.

Hopefully we are not leiting our
other library duties go undoncor slow
downandIdon’t f¢el thatweare. The
aulomation process is moving along
well and I'm continuing (0 get new
andother materials. Falso want

to remind people again about the
KCVL service available on the in-
temet. Come in for more information
about all the services available on

More families eligible
for nutrition insurance

Choosing food that’s good for you
as opposed 1o bad food that just tastes
good is hard cnough for all of us.
When food competes dircetly with
rent, utilitics and medicine, as it does

o lowrincome families, the higher— -

cost of fresh fruit and vegetables
makes healthy choices still more
difficult

But nownore low-income fami-
liesin Kentucky will beable to afford
nutritious food, thanks to changesthe

Cabinet for Families and Children i, 3
" mine food stamp eligibility will in-

making in the state's Food Stamp
pro

gram.

“This is a nutrition ,” says CFC
Secrewary Viola P. Miller, “not an
income program.”

The new rules will make it easier
for families who are leaving or have
already left wcll‘an; 10 keep them-

action, in and out of the

while

Kiss of the Bees by J.A.
Jance...Twenty years ago, a dark-
ness descended upon the Walkers of
Tucson, Arizona-an Anglo family
with solid ties o the legend of the
Tobacco O’otham Indian nation. A
personified evil named Andrew Car-
lisle-a psycliopath in the guisc of a
nondescript college professor-
brought blood and terror into their
world, stalking, attacking, andnearly
murdering Diana Ladd Walker and

they work toward financial self-suf-
ficiency. The change cxpﬂnds the
number of families

called “categorical cligibility” made
it more difficult for families caring
for 4 relative or those who received
non-cash benefits (such as help find-
_ing work) to qualify for food stamps.
ive immediaiely; expanded

cnu:guncul cligibility offers the fol-
lowing beaefits:
+ If at least one member of the
household receives K-TAP benefits,
the entire family may apply for food

tamps.
«“K-TAP benefits” used to deter-

clude'Employment Retention Serv-
ices and Kinship Care as well asa K-
TAP check.

* Recipients can owna reliable car
~Recipients will be offered help
in finding and holding jobs.
Expanded categorical eligibility
is onc. of four major Food Stamp
Program policy changes allowed by .
the federal govemmenlwhelp work-

cligible for food stampsregardless of
other resources (such as a car).
Until now, only families currently
receiving cash payments under the
Kentucky Transitional Assistance
Program '(K-TAP, which replaced
welfare) and in which allmembers of
the household receive K-TAP, were
automatically eligible for food

ing
ing the program. Each suwhulhe
option of accepling oOf rejecting the
changes. Since July 1999, CFC has
been‘discussing these changes with

groups, field saff and advo-
cates around the state o deiermine

. which, if any, Kentucky should ac-

cepl. CFC is still considering the po-
tential advantagesand disadvantages

her young son, Davy. But Diana stamps Those strict rules for what is
fought back, blinding and crippling

of the other three policy changes.

Rockcastle County Middle School Announces

Mentoring Program
In partnership with GEAR UP, Rockeastle County Schools is developing a mentoring program
for students in the sixth and seventh grades. GEAR UP staff Dreama Gentry and Andy Belcher
have been studying existing mentoring programs and taking the best from each to sign a program
that will- meet the needs of Rockeastle County students.

A varicty of studies over the years have confirmed what many people involved in mentoring have
always believed; mentoring can make a difference’in the lives of young people. A 1995 Big
Brothers/Big Sisters of America study showed that young people with mentors were:

46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs;

27% less likely to begin using alcohol;

539 less likely to skip school; .

37% less likely to skip a class; and,

33% less likely to hit someone.

In a study conducted by the Quantum Opportunties Program, students who had a mentor were
more likely than those who did nor to:

Graduate from high school;

Enroll in college;

Become involved in community service; and,

Be hopeful about the future.

Rockcastle County Middle School Principal John Hale is very. :xc:red almur the plmpec‘rs of Lhe
mentoring program. He is looking forward to having c g to
Hale said, “We would like to have members of the community commg to the school and shuw
ing their support for students. There are so.many advantages for everyone. The students benefit
from the attention. The mentors get to experience the great things going on in the school and
gwc somer.]-ung back to the community. The faculty and staff at the school feel the support of the
bers. And the ity benefits becausc the students have better artitudes
and are bcncr prepared for life after school.”

The mentoring program at Rockcastle County Middlz School will be available to sixth and
seventh grade students. If you are interested in having your child participate please call Mr. Hale
or Ms. Owens at the Middle School (256-5118) for an application. Students will be bringing
home applications in January as well.

You Can Be A Mentor! =

‘A mentor is any caring person who develops an on-going, one-on-one relationship with a young.
pesson: A mentor encourages, listens, gives :de?: advocares, acts as a role model, and shares

an i Areyou i in being a mentor or do you know someone that
would mzke a gre:n mentor? We are looking for people in the Rockcastle County community
that enjoy interacting with young people and who would like to participate in our mentoring
program.

GEAR UP staff and school district personnel have almdy staned remnung memorx at some
local businesses, civic groups and churches. Some individ;

County Hospital Admini Lee K d his wife Pauicum:xmedabouxg:mngnnn!d.
Ifyou are interested, and have not been recruited, please call Andy Beichler ar 606-985-3553 or
Rockeastle County Schools Supervisor of Instruction Shelby Reynolds ar 256-2125 to express
your interest. You may also call Andy or Shelby if you would like to have them discuss the
menmnng program with your organization.

All prospective mentors will receive training to help them understand the role thcywlll be play-
ing. Hasan Davis, a University of Kentucky Law School graduate who is known natiopally as a
strong, yourh advocate and for his work as the chair of the Kentucky Juvenile Justice Advisory
G is designing the training. Davis wants the mentors to be familiar with the challenges

Appointments with Dr. Higgins may be
scheduled by phoning 256-5123.°

facing students in middle school and to realize what they ate in the school to accomplish. “We do
not want the mentors to think they are replacing the parents of a child. Instcad we want them to
think of themselves as a member of a team. The parents, theschool system and the mentor are all
working together to help a student achicve success.” The training has not been scheduled but

mid-February has been targeted.



