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With 3-2 vote

Mt.Vernon passes half percent wage, profits tax

By: Richard Anderkin

By a3-2 voic Monday night, the
M. Vemon City Council passed the
firstreading of a payroll and net prof-
its ordinance that will levy a half
percent tax on all wage earners and
businesses in Mt. Vemon.

The vote came after a lengthy

Local man
injured at
B&H Tool

A ML Vemnon man is still in the
Lake Cumberland Regional Hospital
in Somersct afier he was involved in
a Saturday accident.

Tony Mahaffey, 33, was pinned
against the outside wall at B & H
Tool, after an automatic ignition
stater on his four-wheel drive truck
malfunctioned.

Family members said Mahaffey
had walked outside of B & H Tool to
start his vehicle and let it warm up
before leaving. Mahaffey was stand-
inginfrontof the truck when it started
and pinned him against the building.

His brother Jessic said that the
truck was not supposed to start if it
was in gear, but it did anyway.

‘Mahaffey.received a broken pel-
vis and broken ribs in the accident.

Man runs
after wreck
with bus

Police are looking for aman, who
ran off from the scene of an accident
involving a Rockcastle County school
bus on Friday afternoon.

According to police, the accident
occurred around 4 p.m, on Hwy. 1505
near Conway, after the driver of a
blue Escort,G.T. crossed the center
line and struck the bus. Police said
the man was traveling ata high rate of
speed when it hit the bus.

Bus driver Clyde Burdeue, who
was finished with his evening route,
wasnotinjuredinthe accidentandno
students were on the bus.

After the Escort hit the bus it left
the roadwayand overtumed.

Smith resigns
from council

M. Vernon City Council mem-
ber Daryl “Moody” Smith has rc-
signed from the council.

Mayor Karen Km; \and Smith

i leuerof

discussion between the council,
Mayor and concerned cilizens.
Last . Mt Vemon

ness peaple rallicd against the tax
nnd pmcnlu! numerous petitions to
rescinded the

Mayor Karen King proposed a one
and half percent tax and the council
passed the first reading.

q.fwf local wageeamers and busi-

first reading and went back 1o the
drawing board

A committee, appoinied by the
Mayor to study the tax. how much

money it would generate and what
the city would do with the money,
proposed that the council pass a one
percent tax.

On Monday night the Mayor pre-
sented the council with an ¢
from the staic »huwm; that a on¢

Some Beavers have been very busy this winter in the Renfro Creek. Gary Reppert of Mt. Vernon
noticed their efforts a few weeks as he drove toward Hummell. Reppert said that he has never seen
any of them during the day, but their efforts are always obvious from day to day. Besides cutting
down the above Ash tree, which fell across the creek, the Beavers have also constructed a dam in the

creek.

he moved outside the city limits and
became incligible 1o serye.

King said she must wait until tie
next wwml meeting on Fcbruaxy 7
toaccept

Grand Jury indicts 12

the council and Mayor have 30 day.\
1o appoint a replacement.

Smith had already resigned be-
fore Monday's meeting and therefore
did not vote on the city's controver-
sial tax.

Debl;a Lambert files for Judgeship

Judge Debra Lambert has an-
nounced her candidacy for Family
Court Judge for Lincoln, Pulaskiand
Rockcastle counties. She has served
a Family Court Judge since Sepiem-
ber 1, 1999, afier having been ap-
pointed by Governor Paul E. Paton.
Family. Couns hear divorce cascs,
domestic violence cases, child abuse
amneglecmages. paternity and child
support. jt i

The County Grand
Jury indicted twelve peopic Friday
for alleged crimes, ranging from
armed robbery to stalking,

Mark E. Baker, 34, of Orlando,
was indicted on five counts of first
degree wanton endangerment.

about my new role in helping fami-
lics. I have been blessed with a great
deal of encrgy and enthusiasm and
am dedicated 1o leading a successful
Family Court. Family Court, withits
‘One Judge, One Family' concept
which atiempts tokeepall the family’s
legal issues before one Judge, will
resultin better, more consistent deci-
sions. 1 l\zve always |ried o b: a

cases, including truancy and beyond
control,

Judge Lambert, a Rockcastle
County resident, who practiced law
there afier her graduation from the
University of Kentucky Law School
in 1989, also has a degree in child
development and a minor irr Special
Education from Eastern- Kentucky
University, Her law practice included
many family law matters. In addition
1o her family law practice, Judge
Lamben has been an lsmunl

Ly
and feel strongly that su:kmg peace-
ful solutions are the role of a Judge,
as well, Judges need o be active
participanis in a problem-solving
process: | am enjoying that role im-
mensely,” Lambert said.

Lambert has met with each
County's Cabinet for Families and
Children to listen to their needs and
concerns. Training programs are
bci‘_ngplalmed:impmvru‘:‘wsem
to families in the of child abuse
and ncglocleus&”“ Additionally_ghc

um:ofhe:nppommwmwnsanx

faml]y lawi r.mm. My Bnckgmundm

has met officials
in all three counties. Judge W
is implementing a new

“Truancy signals that the fn.m-' 9

m
ily unit is in trouble. I se¢ iv'as an

lcgal prac-
tice have prepared me for mandgc»
ship. I have never felt more excited

1o get the parents fo-
cused on the child’s agenda. Lorder

the parents W contact their child's

Bakeris shooting into

derlananoslo(ﬁccunOclo!x:r?.
while five people were inside the
building, which also houses
Philbeck’s Grocery Store.

Becausc of the shooting, the
United States Postal Service closed

school and find out what progi

sent to msniems. they said \My were
closing it becausc of security rea-
sons,

“The only reason they closed the
post office was because he shot into
the building. These were no security
problems at the post office,” said
Estill Philbeck,

Frankie Lynn Powell, 19, of ML
Vemon was indicted on two counts

percent tax would gencrate 600,000
annually for the city just from the
wages of those working in the city.
That $600,000 did not include any
money from the net profits tax, which
the Mayor said she thought would be
about the same.

Council member Clark Mullins
made the motign 1o pass the Lax at a
half percent &8 members Wayne
Bullock and Lou Vanhoose voted for
it. Council members Clarice Kirby
and Jackic Reaner voted no.

Council
was voling
she still wa

not satisfhied with the
information that had been supplicd
about what the city owes and what
the council will do with the exura

revenue.

The Mayorreiterated that thecity
owes $370,000 on the city park, they
are $92,000 short in operating rev-
cnue in this year's budget and they
owe their water and sewer depart-
ment $247,000. The Mayor also said
that she would like |3 seea city pool
and in the past, has Said she would
like to sec a new building for the firc
depantment. -

She also has told the council on
repeated occasions that unlessa ax is
passed she will not be able to give

against the tax.

Mt Vemnon resident David
Woodall-also asked-the council,
mainly the Mayor, what they city
planned 10 do with all of the money.
He also asked the Mayor if she had
received any petitions in favor of the
tax. The Mayor said that she had
reccived acall fromone person, abus
driver, who told her that he supported
her and appreciated what she was
trying to do for the city.

Woodallalu)lnldlh:cuunulm
many people live week to week and
any tax,evena half percent, would be
aburden. Woodall said that he thought
people should be able to do things
like save for their children’s educa-
tion, insteadof payinga tax thatwould
possibly be used for something such
as a pool.

Lisa Smithern also suggested to
the council that they pass a quarter
percent tax, and only 1ax the wages

onone job, of a person working two
jobs.

Johnny Tyleralsoasked the coun-
cil if the income he derived from
working in other cities, although he
lives and operates his business out of
Mt. Vemon would be taxed.

Mnyur King told Tyler that she

city servedraises.

There were alsosuggestions as (o
amendments Lo the ordinance, such
as exempting all income of those 65
and older by ML Vemon librarian

. Sharon Lovell. Mrs. Kirby also said

that she thought the council should
enforce the section of the ordinance
that requires the hiringofa person o
administer the program and collect
the tax money for the city, although
the Mayor has said she hoped the
waork could be done with the current
staff andonc of thembeing appointed

=~ adminisiralor:

Mrs. Loveliand Jeff Smitern with
the Rockeastle Hospital also pre-
sented the council with more petition

wasn't that would
work, but that she would certainly
check into it before the final reading.
Mayor King said after the meeting
that there would likely be some
amendments o the ordinance before
its final passage.

Others in auendance 10 protest
the tax were: Terri Woodall, Beulah
"Bootsic” Shepherd, Sylvia Mason,
Sherry Hansel and Steve Pittman,

Mayor Kingalso said that anyone
wantinga copy of the ordinance could
request it from city hall, but that the
city had adopted an open records.
policy thatgives thecity three days o
comply when information suchas is
ordinance is requested.

Danny Ford running
forre-election to house

State Representative Danny Ford,
of M. Vernon, announced today that
he is secking re-clection (o the 80th
District House seat which includes
Lincoln, Rockcastie and precincts in
Northern Pulaski County.

Ford, who has served as Leader of
the House Republican Caucus since
1995 cited several issues he plans o
focus On the coming legislatite ses-

S101

“First, and foremost, we need Lo
resolve the health care problems that
have plagued us since enactment of
the so called health care reforms in
1994," Ford stated. Ford indicated
that he is working closely with the
Commissioner of Insurance on sev-
eral proposals, including the cstab-
lishment of a high risk pool in order
to get Rgalth insurers back w Ken-
weky. Ford went on (o say that tax
reform, deciding how to spend the
national tobacco seutlement funds,
and workers’ compensationinsurance
will be among the controversial is-
sues in 2000, Ford stated that onc
picce of legislation he is particularly
ingerested in is the bill to allow the
posting of The Ten Commandments
in schoolsand public buildings.

services the schools can offer their
child. I also involve the school offi-
cials and have them report o the
Court on the students needs. I am
enjoying cheering on the kids when
they getto work on good attendance.
They also know 1 am prepared (0 be
tough should they continue 10 have
poor atendance. Perhaps I have been
most personally surprised at how
much [ enjoy working with these
Cont. to. A-J1

 Cifcult Judge Debra Lambert

—

of robbery in with rob-
beries at ML Vernon Dairy Mart in
Mt. Vemon inDecember.

Oneof thechargesagainst Powell
;sxfor armed robbery on December

* Judy Bowlin, 42, Terry Montjoy,
2% Virpii MoCKs 25

*1 plan 1o work very hard 10 sec that

the Ten Commandments bill, which |

belicve in constitutional, will be

cnacted - giving the people the right

1o decide if this important document

should be posted in public facilities.”
In hi

were indicted on two counts, in con-
nection with a break-in on December
llatthehome of Frankic and Vanessa
Meadows at Burr,

Randall James Miner, 28, nl‘LexA
~ington was indicted on onc count of
escape, after he walked away (mm a
work release detail, while serving
time at the Rockcastle Detention
Center, He has been recaptured,

Hugh Michacl Helton, 42, of

Sharon Helton on December 16,
Scotie R. Harrison, and his

ng
Allen Vag Winkle in the face and
Cont. to A-ll

Cameron, Jr., 26, all of ML Vemon"

, Ford cited a
number of projects that h¢ is proud to

have worked for on behalf of the

people of his district. In Lincoln
County, Ford has worked to secure

funding for the Fort Logan project,
Cedar Creek Lake, the senior citizen
facility in Stanford, the new cdition
to the Lincoln County Court House,
and the reconstruction of Highway
150.

In Rockcastle County, Ford
pointed to funding for the Kentucky
Music Hallof Fame at Renfro Valley
as one of his major legislative ac-
complishments.

Ford has also been very active in
securing funding for water line proj-
ccts and volunteer fire departments
throughout his district.

Ford concluded his announcement
by stated that he is looking forward o
continuing to serve the people of the
80th District and would be happy 0
answer any questions conceming his
tenure in the legislature and his cam-
paign for re-clection,

State Rep. Danny Ford

Child support collectionup

According 1 a January 7; 2000
report of the division of child suppost
office in' Frankfort, Rockcastle
County Child Support Collections
e increased nearly 25% in the last
«quarter. As aresult, County Atomey
Jeff Burdetie's office was given 98
points out.of a possible 100 by the
Cabinet for Families and Children
based on performance, which again
placesthe county in the upper levelof
performing countics.
'chm:awauunpmmm
and my child support staff’
wubdxhgmdy 10 see these monies
are paid to support children,” Bur-

detis said. "This is not about awards,
hecuummymdmnxmmn
and 0 much work is left o do,” be

Lastyear, Rockcastle ranked near
the top in performnce related to child




