Our R(, aders Write

——————paring M. Vemonm[.mdonuvay

Dear Editor: —

,Th: City of Mt. Vemon, through
its mayor and council members, is
again tryingoget apartof your hard-
camed dollars. This time their pro-
posed ordinance is trying to take one.
percent of your gross-pay. To further

take from the pockets of the working

personof Mt. Vernon, the Mayorand
her appointed commiltee have de-
cided to include a net profits tax of
one percent on city businesses. As
anyone with common sense knows,
the business owners will pass this
levied tax on (o ‘their- customers,
namely the people who shop in Mt.
Vemon. In effect we will end up
paying two percent.

The Mayor’s commiltee suppos-
cdly researched (during only two
meetings) the surrounding cities to
determine m:pcrunuge 1o take om

much like comparing apples Lo or-

anges. The two are just not the same.
We arc about forty percent smaller
than London. We don ‘thave the large
tax base that London has. | believe
that basing an occupational ax and
net profit tax for ML Vemon on sta-
tistics from Londonisridiculous. The
17 page proposed occupational and
net profit tax was supposedly copied
from Pulaski County. Again, we arc
not the same size or class as Pulaski,
which is a county, not a small city.
The commiuee should have re-
scarched cities the same class and
size as Mt Vernon, Of course this
was not done, probably because Sth
class citics with a tax basc the
Mt. Vemnon’s don 't have an occupa-
tional/ftax profit lax on their citizens.

e of

The Mayor stated that the city haid

of your pocket. They
alternatives to this tax proposal other
than to suggest charging those who
park in the city parking lot. During
the Monday, January 10 mecting it
was stated that the one-percent occu-
pational tax proposed in this ordi-
nance was the same as London’s.
However, London is a 4th class-city
withanestimatet population of 7,201.
M. Vernon isa Sthclass-city with an
estimated population of 2,873. Com-

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Gentry would
like 1o proudly announce the birth
of their second son, Levi Tucker,
bom December 15, 1999 at Pattic|
*|A. Clay Hospital. He weighed § Ibs.
and 5 ozs. and was 21 inches long.
Levi was welcomed home by his
big brother, Lucas Davis. Maternal
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
David Henderson of Mt. Vemon.
Patemal its arc Mr. and|
Mrs. Bill Gentry of Brodhead. Ma-
ternal great. grandparents are Joe
Abney of Disputanta and the late

-|siblings, Chris:inn,-9 and Snal,

aterand sewer cxpenscs,

*walcr tank and water plant expenscs,
frot the City Park, from the Country
Music Hall of Fame and some “direc-
tor" of something. These amounts
supposedly amount 10.7.3 million,
However, no one at City Hall scems
to beexactly sure what is owed, when
it is owed, how much the monthly
payments arc, or how much the cur-
rent balance is in their budget. In-
stead of the previously owed $92,000
for the city park we somehow owe

Introducing...Emily Brooke
Adams. Miss Emily was bomn to|
Barry and Carrie Bennett Adams on
October 29, 1999. She weighed 9
Ibs. and 4 0zs. Miss Emily was
welcomed home by her two older

Adams, 4. Maternal

$370,543.04. We owe the Country
Music Hall of Fame $24,000 that was

date. Do you trust the cuywrll inthe
blanks for you?

supposed to have alréady been paid. The mayor swicd that the first
il ly 7 the $2,000
sand to the water and scwer depart- 11 sounded reasonable. However,

meat. The questions.of. whether. or-
not the city can “borrow™ from the
waler and sewer department was not
adequately answered, so the legality
of thisdebt is questionable. The waler
and sewer debts which were the larg-
est pan of the city deficit arc sup-
posed Lo be paid through lederal und
state grants and what all of us pay in
waler and sewer bills. This makes
one wonder whether or not thesc bills
should even be included in the city's
debt. -

Anyone who auends a council
meeting quickly realizes that the
people don’t know what they owe,
when itsisdue, and don’t have aclue
how to figure it out. It must also be
noted that the statt of Kentucky re-
quiresthat city budgets be audited by
February 1, following the end of the
ycar. However, the audit for the 1998
budget has not becn completed yet
becausc the city can't get the correct
information tothe CPA. They haven't
ceven thought about trying to audit the
1999 budget. Would you tmslsomc

~uponclose examination of the actual
ordinance this only applies to a per-
son over age 65 that is desperalcly
trying to supplement their Social
Security. The cost of this tax to the
rt#u:d citizen could very well deter-
mine whether or not he has enough
moncy left 1o get needed medicines
Or groceries.

The Mayor also stated that retire-
ment, 401K, and social security would
notbe considered when assessing the
tax for workers. However, Lhe ordi-
nance in Definition 21 under salarics
says that gross pay will be-used for
calculation without deduction for
social security benefits, retirement,
insurance or other deductions. This
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council members that you opposc the:
oceupational/nct profits Lax.

haron Lovell

Orlando. KY

Sweet attends

Longaberger

‘Convention

Local Longaberger Branch Advi-
sor, Jenny Sweel, [rom ML Vemon
recently atiended The L

sponsc 0 the number of visitors, the
Company opencd a 34-acre caler-
winment destination, Longaberger
Homestead in Junc 1999 and Longa-
berger Golf Club in May 1999,

——fhe-Longaberger Company-has

been recognizedin Forbes Magazine
for lour consccutive years as one of
the Top 500 Largest Private Held
(wl\p.mx.\mlth S. ltwas founded
*in 1973 by the laic Dave Longa-
berger and today, Dave's oldest
daughicr, Tami Longaberger, serves
as President and CEO and her sister,
Rachel Longaberger lcads the

Company's annual Advisors Meel-
ing in Columbus, Ohio. More than
1,700 Longaberger Advisors from
around the United States auended,
During the three-day convention,
Imuwn.n “JAM,” Advisors sitcnded
University ll'.“llll\s

means your

with your social securily centribu-

tions, and your 401K. So much for

urying 1o save for your old age. A

|>u~un working al two jobs within
the city would have 10 paylthe tax

lwn.c sinee both |m.omc.~. would be

Wc will also be required 1o com-

one that
city budget in this way with m&m
thority Lo cxaminc your tax records,
your W-2 form, or your business
records? The new ordinance gives
authority for the city to do exactly
that. This-calls 1o mind lewing the
thiel mind the bank.

The Occupational Tax Adminis-
trator job created by this ordinance
allows someone from City Hall 10
cxnmlm:al] business books and rec-

pleie a detailing per-
sonal finances, social security num-
bers, addresses, etc. You could also
be fincd if you don't kecp the records
up lodate. With the way the budget is
being handled, do you want just
anyone al city hall having access (o
your social security number?

A special called meeting of the
City Council of Mi. Vemnon will be

k for di ies. Ifthey
can’t ﬁnd the budget at City Hall, do
you think they are qualificd to cxam-

inc your busincss records?

When asked what the proposed
funds generated from this tax would
helpto pay for, the Mayor mentioned
a new waler truck. Also mentioned
was a city pool, new equipment for

¢ the new water plant, and repairing the

holding tank on Sand Springs Road.
That js how untold hundreds of thou-
sands of your hard-carned dollars will
theoretically be spent. What to do
with the rest of the money generated
yearafter year if this silly ordinance

goes into effect is still asclearas mud |

at City Hall.

“The actual ordinance s full of dis-
crepancies. The first auention grab-
bers are the blank lines in the ordi-
nance. All dates were left blank,
perhaps on purpose. This was espe-

cially troublesome to me since one

are Sonny and Barbara Bennett of]
Mt. Vernon. Paternal grandparents

are Robert and Margy Adams of]|
Brodhead. We would like to thank
everyone for all the sweet gifts we
have received for Emily.

Ruth Abney. Paternal great
parcnts are Jewell Albright off
and the late Ambrose

Albright.

Longaberger®
ALWAYS AT HOME
IN YOUR HOME®

Versatile, beautiful and practical, Longaberger Products
make homes more organized, functional and attractive
Choose from an line of famous hand.

Longaberger Baskets®, Pottery, fabric, wood accessories and

wrought iron in the comfort and safety of your home.
Qu:].tfymg Hostesses are eligible for free pmduds

If you's d hke lo]om a team of successful lndtpendmlSalﬂ
Consultants, we can help you get started! Call today!

Jenny (DeBoard) Sweet
Independent Sales Advisor
(606) 256-9806

Local Independent Sales Consultants: Lisa Smithern;
Stephanie Hammack; Kandi (Hamm) Hylton, Kathy Hensley,
AnnetigLawrence, Noreen Fletcher, Traci Collins, Crystal
(Childress, Mary Jo Hunt, Kelly McClure and Anna Warf:

could be yesterday nmmuldbelwa
years ag.o.Wou]d we then owe back

for

next Monday, January 17 af 7.00
p.m.at Ciry Hail, 1 strongly urge cach
working y this fool-

ish ordinance to call or sec the
membersof the City Council 1o voice
their displeasure at this ordinance.
Show up at the meeting. Voice your
opposition 10 this Lax. Let the council
members see by your presence that
you oppose the tax. Don"t sit idly by
and let the City of ML Vernon take
whal you work 50 hard for. Remem-
ber this tax could be retroactive. It
can be increased on the simple whim
of the majority of the ‘council since
there is no provision within the ordi-

nance 10'stop it from being increased
whenever they can't balance their
budget.

If you like to give away your
moncy, then stay at home on Mon-
day, January 17. If you like to give
away money you need for food,
medicine, utilities, then don't call or
see yourcouncil member. If youthink
the city is managing their budgetand
can manage yours (00, then stay at
“ home. But if you ton't want to give
away your moncy, then you need 1o
come o the meeting to show the

~c.\.~lun\. received recognition for
their

dent of The
tion. M\:m.:!hnn? 600 cmployees from
36 Ohio countics arc cmployed by
the Company and over 56,000 Inde-
pendent Longaberger Sales Associ-
ates market and scll a full line of
Longaberger Baskels; .pottcry and
dinnerware; fabric and home acces-
sorics; and wrought iron products

Company's glvmg cfforts as Presi-
Founda-

and had the opportunity 10 nétwork
with Advisors from around the coun-
L Advi-

. For
morc information about The Longa-
berger Company, visil its website at

uy,
sors draw from.their own business
experience to provide direction and
training for the Independent Sales
Consultants" sy sponsor, helping
them (o establish and build their own
Longaberger business.

The Longaberger Company is an
$850 million dircct sales company,
the largestmanufacturer of handmade
baskets in the U.S. and 4 tourist des-
tination where morc than half a mil-
lion guests visit cach ycar. In rc-

Low Ralns
Froe Miles
086-8808 * Berea,

WWW. comorcall 1-800-
966-0374.

- “ Approx. 3-4 months old.
Needs Home. Very good
with kids. Very Smart

256-5183

Male Long Haired White
Cat, Very affectionate.
Needs loving home.

256-1098.
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previous years? When qmunwd

the ‘Mayor suggested, but #d
ectivey

confirm January 1, as the el

Largest candy bar in the World?
Jamic Stewart, above, and Jacob
Stewart below received this 5 Ib.

\\\@\W/ ;

State Auto offers peaple age 50
and over extra-value coverages!

State Auto’s new Prime of Life™ Plan gives
«qualifying auto and homeowners insurance
customers, our "Prime of Lifers.” expanded

I'M

BUMFLEIE PG SYSIEM b EI]LUR FRIN]ER
JUST $35.00 PER MONTH 2= -
-WITH 35 MONTHS OF INTERNET SERVICE™

CALISBB5MEES FRVOUR
COMPLETE PC SYSTEM 6 COLR PRNTER. -

= e «coverages and substantial premium
2 D discounts! Plus, when you're on vacation,
your Prime of Life Plan provides protection
when you're driving a rented vehicle. no
need to buy additiona| collision coverage
everagain! And, no deductibles-apply! Now 7
N that's a friend yau can depend on! Call your - |
- aState Aﬂloaeﬂ:t‘!oﬁy for more information.

AYAILABLE TO THE FIRST 500 CALLERS — AYAILABLE FDR IMMEDIATE PICK UP.

* Intel Celeron 400 MHz Processor -l];blknibn‘u(w‘] +1.44mb Floppy Drive
-i!"MDPrJOM«wMMNMaIManIM +PCI Soind Card +2 Bution Mose -
Wnﬁmh)bmd -lmullrl&brhhv(“) *32mb RAM

; *40x CD ROM- 56k V90 Modem + Micro ATX Case + 8mb AGP Video ;

* ATX Motherboard » 120 Wan Speakers * Lotus Smart Suite
S * Microsoft Windows 98 (Second Edition) -
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