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1999 year_

in review

Editors Note: This week we con-
clude the top stories of 1999 by look-
ing back at the final six months of this
millenium.

By: Richard Anderkin

Y

July began withthe annoucement
thaz United States President William
Jefferson Clinton would visit neigh-
boring Jackson County and hold a
town meeting'in Hazard.

Local residents Wayne Stewart
and William McClure both members
of the Kentucky -Highlands Invest-
ment Corporation were among local
residents who met with President
Clinton at the Mid-South Electronics
plant in Annville.

The President told the group that
he would do what he could to help
areas such as Appalachia prosper
along with the rest of the country.

It was learned that Integrity Tool
and Die of Berea would locate in the
Rockeastle Industrial Park #] and the
newly elected council at Rockeasile
County High School re-posted the
pringipal's job and began the inter-
view process.

The local 911 board began taking
applications for a new director and
the Rite-Aid Drug. Store opened a
new store in Mt. Vemon,

Local youths from the First Bap-
tist Church in Mt. Vernon traveled o
Texas tohelp ina summér program
1o build and repair homes and the site
based council at RCHS could not
reach agreement to change their by-
laws on the hiring of a new principal.

Work began on wideing of the
Hwy. 461 by-pass- and threc
Rockeastle baseball teams all ad-
vanced 10 state tournament play.

Ruth Allen was chosen as the
new principal at RCHS and Brindle
Ridge residents were cleaning up af-

teradanagerous thunderstorm moved .

mmugh the area.
August

Local attomey Debra Hembree
Lambert was nominated for a new
Circuit Judgeship that deals striculy
with domestic problems and the 9
and 10-year-old finished runner-ups
in the state tournament at Pikeville,

t The annual Liule World's Fair
kicked offin Brodhead and the Cedar
Rapids Dolphins finished third in the

« conference meeL.

The Mt. Vemon City Council
begandiscussion conceming the rais-
ing of city taxes and privelige license
fees and Beuty Jo MeKinney was
hired as assistant principal at RCHS.

Debra Lambert was appointed
Circuit Judge by Governor Paul
Patton and the Rockcastle County
Fiscal Court created a new board
which will run the events held at the
Brodhead Fairgrounds in 2000, in-
cluding the Litle World's Fair in
August

The RCHS Rockets kicked off
what would bea very successful 1999
scason and the resideats againhad o
boil water after a waterline break ar
Renfro Valley.

All of the county's taxing dis-

tricts except for the soil conservation .

district _took their four percent in-
crease in ploperty tax assessments
mmmwuumgn
tion helda ceremonious ground break. -
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i

The Mt. Vernon Volunteer Fire Department responded to a house fire off Barnett Road near Lake Linville
Thursday morning. The fire apparently started in the back of the house and firefighters believe that faulty
wiring probably caused the blaze. The house is owned by Roy Adams, Sam Ford and Danny Ford and was not

occupied at the time of the fire.

Tobacco settlement checks
currently being mailed

TheKentucky Tob

Trust Corporation, chaired by Gov-
emor Paul Patton, announced today
that the trustee of the National To-
bxm Growers Sewement Trust

it by the Chase
Bank, the trustee, throughout the 14
states that are party 10 the Trust.

K:nlucky burley producers will re-
ceive $108,882,042.73 of the $250
the Trust.

began mailing: app
252,000 checks to over I67000
Kentuckians, The Trust was estab-
lished cdirlier this year by tobacco
state political leadershipand the four
largest cigaretie - manufacturers, o
offset income lost by Lobacco quota
holders and farmers as demand for
tobacco drops in the wake of last
year's $246 billion settlement be-
tween the cigarette mdusuy nnd 46

- statcattorneys general —
Kentucky's checks accousit for
43.4 percent of the Lotal funds bems

trust fund. The Board instructed the

The funds set aside for Kentucky
during the first year of the 12-year
program totaled $113,177,543.43

“after administrative cxpenses of.

$§603,839.42 paid to Chase Manhat-
tan and $255,076 paid in federal
income tax were deducted. Thc

Trustee lo pay qualified recipicnts
8.65 cents per pound of 1998 basic
quotatoquotaowners,and 7.84 cents
per payment pound, the average of
1998 effective quota and 1998 to-
bacco marketings, o growing farms
and grower/ienants.
KTSTCannounced thatrecipients
willreceive aseparate check foreagh
category in which they qualify. For
cxample, atobaccoquota owner who

* raises her/his own quota on her/his
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Committee
will meet
Thursday to
discuss tax

By: Richard Anderkin

M. Vernon Mayor Karen King
had hoped that she could get some
type of payroll and net profits tax
passed before the firstof the year, but
1o date she has been unsuccessful.

Aftera large crowd showed up in
protest of the tax at the last city
council meeting in December, the
council rescinded the first reading of
a payroll tax ordinance they had
passed in November.

Then Mayor Karen King saidshe
would appoint a commitice 0 come
up with a payroll tax that vegfone
could live with.

Members of that commilte¢ are
the Mayor, council members Clark
Mullins, Lou Vanhoose and Daryl
Smith and local residents Carol
Bryant and William Gibbons.

‘The committee has met only once
and very little was accomplished.

Mrs. Bryant said that c

estimate.

Tax on employees of two of the
city's.employers, the Rockcastle
County Board of Education and the
Rockcastle Hospital would generate
in excess of $300,000 from their
wages alone.

Until a tax rate is set and the city
receives documentation fromallem-
ployers, business owners and profes-
sionalsno one really knows how much
moncy will be realized.

However, some believe at LS
percent the city could receive nearly
Sl million annually from the tax.

Mayor Karen King has said that
part of the money would be used to
give cily employees raises, building
a new building for the fire depart-
mentand pay oncity projects suchas
the new city park on Williams Streel.

The Mayor has also said that the
city owes its own water and sewer

000, whi

members were reluctant to come up
with any recommendation for the
council“uniil some very important
things had been put on the table.
Mrs. Bryant said that the com-
mitie¢ asked the Mayor for a plan

prioritizing the usc of the money and ~

the committee also wanted to know
exactly how much the city's deficit
actually was.

Mrs. Bryam said that no hard

putin the general fund over the years
to make ends meet.

Mrs. Bryant said that she and
Gther members of the commitiee hope
ﬁMayov had the necessary infor-
mation ready for the committee on
Thussday night, so they could com-
plete their recommendation 1o the
council.

At November's meeting most of
those in protest of the tax said they

‘sdebtwas.
prescm:d and that each member of
the council was very persistent in
their request for those figures.

Mrg. Bryant also said that there
'Was some question as to whether the

- city was even qualified under state

law'to impose a 1ax because they are
a fifth class city.

City Clerk Kaye Rader said
Wednesday that the Department of
Local Government in Frankfort had
told her that the city was cligible 0
impose a lax, but that she was doing
further research 10 make sure.

City Arorney John Clontz is also
looking into the qualification matter
as is legal counsel for the Kentucky
Press Association,

‘The next committee meeting will
be held Tharsday night to see if the
commitiee can come up with a rec-
ommendation for the entire council
which meets oh Moriday night at 7
p.m. at city hall.

Tt has been estimated that the
orginal proposed 1.5 percent payroll
and net profits tax would generate in
excess of $500,000 annaully for the
cily, but that seems like a very fow

that they city needed
moncy to operateon, but they thought
that .5 percent was excessive.

If the council does pass a first
reading of a payroll and net profit's
tax again next Monday night, they
must then publish the ordinance in
the Signal seven days prior 10 a
second reading and final vote.

CenterNet
approved

Hilda Gay Legg, Executive Di-
rector of The Center for Rural Devel-
opment in Somerset, has announced
the approval of Rockcastle County's
CenterNetsite application. CenterNet
is a regional network bringing vast
new telecommunications capabilities
10 counties in Southern and Eastern
Kentucky. The network, which cur-
rently includes 20 counties, will

. eventally cover The Center's 40-

county region.

Rockeastle's CenterNet site will
be located at the Rockeastie County
Courthouse. Installation of the site is

Kentucky Tobacco
Corporation Board of D|rc-.|m rc
quested reimbursement of $728,199
spent by ~the Commonwealth of —
Kentucky in the administration of the

David Tapp announces candidacy

Submitted By:

: DavidTapp
David Tapp announced today his
intent - to seek election as

Commonwealth's Atiorney for the.

,28th Judicial Circuit which is com-

in wo convictions: a Brodhead
woman who permitied her own
daughter 10 be exploited received a
15 year sentence; her boyfriend was
likewisc copvicted of 20 counts of
umgmummseau:] per{mnxnccs.

of Lincoln and
Pulaski counties. In his first bid for
elected office, Tapp emphasized his
qualifications: “Since college, I've
worked only in the criminal justice
inlawenforcementand
the courts, If the people want a poli-
tician in that office, I'm not their
candidate. But if they want a prose-
cutor, that's me,” 3
Tapp has prior cxperience as a
mwunfehnyp:mwmms

felony offender and received a 22
year sentence. Also in 1995, Tapp
prosecutsd a Somerset man respon-
sible for a scries of scxual attacks in
Pulaski and Boyle counties. That de-
fa\dlmmcenvadllﬂumm‘unpns

onment. In hi

tention that they deserve.” Tapp like-
wisc expressed his frustration with
the unstived Komicides of Cody
Gibson and Linda Garrett. “Some-
day, there will be a break. 1 hope I'm
around when it happens.”

Prior 10 becoming a state court
prosecutor, Tapp worked as a con-
wractemployeeat the U.S, Atiorney's
Office for the Westem District of
Kemucky wherehe assisted inthe in-
vesti; , prosecution and related
rnrrpllulcsol'numcmusfcdm!dm

pmculn'ly mvnlvmg
scxual of-

8.
gambling and health
care fraud’ offenses. Tapp's prior
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